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OBOORAPHIC ELFMENTS OF POWER
RN
US/USSR AND FREE WORLD/STNO-SOVIET BLOC

INTRODUCTION
This paper proceeds from the upumption that the power of states
and coslitions can be reduced for analytical purposes to a relatively few elements,

some of which are msinly geographic. In ’-electing Rgeographic elements® for -detaile~d
ecnlidera.tic:n,mny envirommental factors of powerhood v;re Qeighed, but most w-r
discarded as not sufficiently determingnt, or as more susceptilie of analysis witt
elements not essentially geographic.

The main relationship considered herein is area, which is examined in
ecnnection with four related factors or elements grouped as follows: {(a) size and

shape, and (b) position and boundaries.

The size of a nation's territory may be a key to its economic and

 military power. Other things beingequal, large states have more abundant

|

resources than small ones, and thus a greater chance of achieving the industrial
productivity essential to military might. Also, large states are generally bette:
able to defend their territory than small ones, because they can trade space for Time
and are less likely to succumb to an initial thrust., Modern weaponr: has
added significance to size by making disperssl a key defense factor. Sbape nas
1ittle significance in itself, but may be important when considered with other
factors. Theoretically, a compact shape has the greatest inherent strength,
especially vhen accompanied 'by cmi&enble size.

The principles of size appuc;ble to states apply also in a geuerel way
to coalitions and blocs. The degree to which a coalition functions as & unifi-
state, however, varies with the coordination and mutual assistance that take: . iats

between parts. Size and shape may fevor sush coordination or militate agmi)»t o,
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When very large coalitions or blocs are involved, it becomes difficult to drav a
=

sharp line between size and shape and other factors.

Position in the sense of location relative to all Physical phenomena
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(including climate zones) and cultural features of the earwg;, ie a vital relaticnship
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in the makeup of a state. Position profoundly influences stirategic relationships,

the flow of goods, and the spread of ideas and other stimuli ‘o human development.

The position or exact location of a state on the surface of the earth may be fired,

but the implications of its position are continuously changing with technology end

W =

other factors,;and must be constantly reassessed. Boundaries, en aspect of

-

e . i

involvement between states, are often eritically important in detem:_miny_ the

)cg.pg.‘pi}{j;;tg:gi:’\gtgteﬂs and the type of relations that develop between *hem.
Position or relative location has much the same importance for coalitions
that it has for states although, as a rule, the larger the coalition the more
difficult it is to distinguish sharply between the influence «f relative locaticn
and other factors. As with states, the implications of a coalition's relative
location are constantly changing and require frequent reassessment. Boundaries

of coalitione are important for the same reasons that the boundaries o:i stater

T

are important: they mirror and partly control the capabilities of adjacent
entities as well as relations between them. Some state boundaries are also

coalition boundaries and may, for this reason, take on added importance.
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The USSR, with and area of some 8,650,184 square miles, covers about cne
sixth of the earth's surface and is 'by far the world's largest single nation. The

U8, inciuding Alaska and Hawveii, takes in 3,552198 square miles, making it one of the

largest countries in the world, but still smaller thaa the USSR or Canada.
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Fig. 1

Unlike the US, a great part of the USSR lies too far north for optimum habitatio

- e In

many placges where the climate of tieSoviet Union is good, the soil is poor, and
some of the richest land lies in regions too dry or too cold for farming. No

single area in the USSR compares in €xtent, favorable location, and profitable use

with the Mississippi valley of the US. Although the communications network of ' he
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;o tha.t of the US.
; HW*MU?ﬂ Unlike the us, vh:Lch huilgns cmt- giving um'estricted access to

!H; ‘H

the sea, the USSR coutlines are pxedmtm.gtly uebomd and nnw stretches are

1

virtually hndloeked restricting ue.borxap Tommmipa.tiom mrhgdl;( Wea.k
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In conventional¥* war, size and shape alone would give '.the USSR advantages
over the US in' depth of defense. Effecf.ive defense use of the USSR's vest spaces
vas vell-illustrated in the Soviet victory over German forces during World War TT.
Untested, however, is the difference that greatly improved aircraft and cther
devices and techniques might make in conventional campaigns against large .lsnd.
powers guch as the US and the USSR.

8ize and shape considerec} alone give advantages to the Soviet Union in
meneuverability in conventional war, mainly because the greater areea of the USSR
offers a wider range of spa.ce-f.or-t:lme alternatives.

Developed resources are much more evenly dispersed in the continental-U"S
than in the USSR, which should, in theory, give the US advantages in conventional
war. The few developed resources c;f Alasks, however, are very unevenly dil‘bﬂ'hu‘h'ed
and Alaska's overall level of development is somevhat cmbm to that of
sections of the Soviet Far East in the same latitude.

The USSR is more completely contiguous than the US and, in theory, would
derive conventional war advantages from this. The contiguity of the US as a whole
is broken significantly by the new States of Alaska and Hawaii. Apart from Alaska
and Hawaii, the US has a compact, rectangular form that favors defense.

In nuclear war, size and shape alone would seem to give early waraning
advantages to the USSR, because of the greater distance of many targets from

§
warning lines paralleling frontiers. It should be noted, however, that the Scviet
Union's early warning sdvantage is largely nullified when Cansds and Gremnland

are brought into defense equations on the side of the US. In all types of

#"Conventional” is used reservedly since whether or not nuclear weapons are

ever again employed in warfare, the fact of their existence, the possibility that thelr
can be used, will affect all future wars.
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. targets (-ﬂit.ry, industrial areas, major cities), the USSR seems to have
mclear var disrezjsion advantages over the US. The greater size of the USSR
offers exceptional advantages in dispersal and secrecy for military installations

of sarget significance, mclm cognte%—miqi;l.e forces,
FOR TN T

R o other counﬁ:?.eg are 1gxo§'ed,,siz;¢ and shape alone seem to give the US
paranilitary admta@es over the USSR, meinly because the smaller size of the

: 7 : | 1 :
ﬂw. for sx'fster co“hesivenes:s and moz:\e widespread feelings of nationmality.
By confrasjb, :thet‘vﬁ‘sizfne;s of the USSR hu, been‘ a.n important factor retarding the
building of ?fe‘elingni of common ua.tionslit;r amongthe more than 200 non-Slav ethai:

|
i

 amd cultwral groups that make up same 25% of the USSR's population.

The position of the USSR gives it definite adventages over the US in

distance from other power cent. s  Tor example:

Distance in statute niiies from approximate
geographic center of US or USSR to approximate
geographic center of:

s Ussk
L.800 Western Europe (France) 3500
7,000 Middle East (Iraq) 2,600
8,400 India —23200
8,400 Southeast Asia (Thailand) 3,000
1,200 China 2,000
6.000 Ja-pan 2,800

Prom its pivot area, the USSR can attack more important centers over

relatively short and nearly equidistant routes than any other major power.

SECRET
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The USSR derives theoretical conventiormi war advantages from being .
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closer than the US to a greatcr mmbel( of critical areas of pmssage. } e o ¢
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D; ; miles from
3,200 | Bering Strait 3,000
2,400 Pencma Capal 7,800
4,700 Skagefrak and Icaﬁtegat ‘ © 2,700
4,900 Straits of Gibralter 4,300
6,000 Turkish Sf:ra.d.ts 2,800
6,700 ‘ Suez szal 3,100
8,100 Bab el Mendeb _ 3,800
9,200 3ingapore Strait ) 4,000

Military postures of adjoiring states give the US significant advantager
over the USSR, particularly if the political and Psychologica! Ffoundaticns of
the postures are taken into account....e.g. mtual distrist between the JESR ant

1ts Satellite alljes.

Even after allowing for the USER's unfavorable loeation in relation
to the sea, the Soviet Union woud st111 seem to have overall advantages 'n

*
access to objectives around the ria of the Furasian landmass. Elsewhe rw,

.

the US would have the adventaege.

¥Places that may be of strategic or other interest to the US, the USSR, o 20th,
perhaps slmiltaneously. Such places may be amrwhere,. but the more likely
veosibilities now seem to be points along the line of containmert, i.e.,

the Eurasian rimlanéd, including northesstern Af'rica.,
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Comperative distancés in miles - Us and USSR to_selected posgible ohjectives

Us . obj%ctivé : USSR
border to geographic center i "border to geographic center
border to geographic border to geographic

cénter ] | 2 centex

5,500 4,900 Berlin 300 3,000
4,500 6,300 Turkey = -- 2,600
6,600 7,500 Tibet 500 1,800
6,700 g,300 Vietnam 2,000 3,000
4,700 ' 6,500 Korea -- 2,500

Tn magnitude of border defensé néeds; marked advantiges seem %0

accrue to the US, because, infter slia

shorter.

US/USSR_- Comparative Fratier Le

¢ i

, the frontiers of the

i
[

ths in Statute Miles

‘Ustare mih

foe,

Continental US US (incl. Alaske * USSR
: | gnd Hawsii)
General coastlinef 4,840 12,255 26,700
Land Frontiers 5,?06 T,ul7 11,000
Total 10,7u6 19,702 37,700

# Not to be confused with the detailed tidal shoreline, which is much

longer, for example,

for tre continental USt 53,677 statute miles.

Position, considered reservedly, and boundaries seem to give she US

tenuous paradilitéry advan%rges ovdr the UESR, mainly because of the large
P B

numbers of potentially hos?ile people who dwell elong both sides of many

boundaries of t he USSR,

I8
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Strict companson be weenl the US d the USSR with regard to the
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|
nelemgntsﬂ size, shape,, posiition, fand boundfarieé §hows 2 theoretida] z;dvant,aé-.z

|

‘in favdr of th§ ‘USLSR.‘ Rigoroua} US/USSR ~mparlsons are somewhat artjzicisl

however, and do fot seem in then{aelves ioj o&'fer A basis fc? Iim' Eccr:xcil.irsi.t:maf}.
Loob R L s el ol !
na:!.ﬂ}y‘becmlse: much that is;vita%l ‘tq US defense lies outs de 1ts 1i'rb‘ s’
Lo ;
! i ! !
i ; |
| i |
P |
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#In comparing the US and thé USSR "position' mus:”t be treaied reservedly
lest the context shade ‘Lnt.? Fm WQRLD/H.-OC, a different frame of rsferenc a.
Of the two comparative pattemq, Ui/uscx and Fm WORLD/H{0C, the litter

seems t © be the onl?y one noi sui sble for aupporting definitive *onrh sione,

'

US/USSR comparisons, however, «h.avq malytical value,
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FREE WORLD/SINO-SOVIET BLOC -
Ignoring Antarctica, the zr@z of the Free World Bamprises some

40,000,000 square miles and that of the Sino-Soviet Bloc about 13,500,000

aquare miles. The Mloc, which is réughly triangular in shape, taker in mowt

ol the earth's largest contimuous land area.

4
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i
f
i $ :
Fig. L. g mm.q/smo-sovxm ALOG

Africa (11,530,000 sq. miles) is

| | o iQ | |
the unlypart _ptf the ?"ree World which gomes close to matching the Bloc in

I
i i
b [
i

size, shape, and compmctness. If the éloc‘ uere mperimposed on Africa, and
#Fre Hori " here refers to all coru.ntrieF outgide the Conmuuat Bloc. Tle
weighing of milit&ry relationshxps ta.kes {‘lnto account on],y those coum.rias
that now p&rticipate in dofense wmmrts t? !lhich the US 1c x pm;r. «, ’I’hi

Immion, hmtever » does not mageria;]q : hmge baic pattem-
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the Middle East, Berlin would :1. bo-e 700 inea south of Capntmm, Bering

&ruit mld be located ‘Dear the Clpe V}erde Isianda . and Northern Vietnam would

3
a‘ ¥ |

e in the vicinity of Tehren. &prﬁupoéition f the ‘Bloc oh Nerth Ameriom

N

2

(NCamd the Pagific Ocesn would put Bering Stmt nm- Hauu, North Vietnas near

i

@ the North Pole, and A]!bmiu, "‘thg 3n1y“ non—&oﬁtiguads B Ioc country, in

§ : . 3 : ; , ¢
\ the vicinity of the Panmms canal. In contrast to most of the Bloc, which -

- i

s continental in character, the Free World 15 aual---maritime and continentsl,

}; Ocean mobility gives the Free Uor‘ld Buch coheéiveness s 1t has and frcu .
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adventages, because the

and far more open to the Bloc as

-

West.

Position and boundaties, to the
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‘Free Wof_d is]: p'h}ai
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cally and politically ‘fragmentsd

|
| R o
|2 UW theatre tdan the Bloc is open to the

‘ ho:b they can be aepcrat.ed trom

I
e i

i

| Lok

other factors, give 'the I'*réc quld' Vﬁtg:l,_; advanttges i.n x“mcle‘ﬂ ';ahjback/de,?ense

equations. The ys s he GDI‘Q arda ofj"the? Fi‘?e Wbrld ,W is now vu]:nersbiesto direc”

attack only from bases on the

Furasian land mass and from sibmirines, whorsas

v
P
¥
3

the USSR, the core area of the Bloc, is vulnersble to attack not only from

1

R A

North American bases, but also fram bases on the periphery of the Byrasian landnase

and from. submarines and other

¥
t
b W s '
t

craft in flve seas.

i

Relative location and bca;ndafﬁues :igivb 8 ohio paramilitary ‘advamtages to

§

{
:

the West mEurope ; Euewhere, howavéré thpse Factors a;eap%t_o,;_lrainf:‘,ort:e benefi:s

.

[ G e b T

i

scceruing *béi the Ba.pcfrm ‘th""iv ﬁ'agmexta& shape of the West, giving the Eloc sn

i
A

overall sdvantage.
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World, mmly beq:ause pof two. reflateﬁ reaaf,ionshipsz u) prqu:iﬁmy (Llerg:: pnrba

of the Free WOrld are closet to ‘the gesreg area i:of the Bloc t‘han to the ¢o e, ares
I o
: SRR ! : ;
, B ; SNSRI B B AR SN ‘
of the West), andf(b) ,yth‘efmlmgi.vg fopemnqs!a of the West, i.e., the Fre. vorid

is open to all types of Bloc pd#;etruiw mti ;ti, vhera&s thé B]xoc'a & tuatics
i [ i \| . ‘ H
strongly fa.vors aelectlve o:rclu;'ion of éh« gqmds ’ podple . and idaws of ¢

i

W st ‘ i -

The interrelationships of ii,:é , 3hape; psz‘si.‘t,ion and boumiartves Seen
to give the Fres World net m‘fvan?ages sver the Bloc in muclesr war,
srticularly all-out muclear mr, maiyly hecause of the West's ensircling less
structure. The Bloc, however, him famm‘retu.cg]i conventional war, pa-amilitary,
and ponmilitery advantapes, bacause o itn preéter compaciness a2 contras s d

o the openness of the Free World.
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significance to the Xocation of Landmeeses in relation to +

nesnings to  wapntrol of tle mew.®

The expected spread ¢f mu. Lsar capebililies in the

may make the centrality of the TSR's position less m:fvarm:;;wus then it noo

. " A :
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- 1;1 @Mou an élauut 5: mstion 1

Ia the next decalds, the s, i@ai,rxh* cover sbont, ﬂlﬂ‘m of the e bt

of view, the USSR »w1ill Bave = wu o

sountries, . v \
L.v
4F l“ﬁ PO *'ﬂ
10
‘WW

Aﬁproved For Release 199 ‘10911 6: CIA HD;PGS-OD: ;

: 3

-:. e LI
|

he sesy axywi now

Eapaaian ¢ rlasd




RRLE: &
DP63-0D

ISR

i

i e e,

As long as near equality in 6elivér§ systems is maihteined, relative

3

5 : » ‘ : i s T ; i H ;
Tocation will contirue to'pive the Free World advantages in close to target

retaliatory bases s and fyus will c?bntribuie significantly to the Westls

deterrent.

Recognition of the impcrtance of size to great power status ma&y
motivate certain Tegions to an increasing degree toward unification o atater ,

e.g., Western Europe.
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